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Report for 2015/16 
 

We have had another changing year in 2015  as Joan prepares for her retirement in 2016. 

We have continued with the Allotment Strategy to ensure all aspects of the allotment 

continue smoothly after Joan’s retirement. 

We have had membership changes over the year a number of members leaving and others 

joining and the current membership is 53. 

 We have 9 committee members and 2 members in other capacities. 

Jo Bentley stood down at the AGM last year due to current personal commitments.  Joy 

Henwood courageously came on to the committee as the Minutes Secretary for which I 

have been really grateful. 

Throughout the year we held 6 Committee meetings 1 General Meeting and the AGM.  

There was an average of 6 committee members at each meeting and a total of 8 attended 

the general Meeting and  AGM    We currently have our longstanding President Mr John 

Thompson senior and 5 vice- presidents They are   Mr Eddie Wardrobe, Mr Walter 

Dinning and Guy Opperman MP  Her Grace the Duchess of Northumberland and Marian 

Foster who presents the Radio Newcastle gardening programme – Garden Mania. 

After 13 years John Thompson has decided to retire from his position as President.  He 

has been in that position since our inauguration so it has been a very long time and we are 

extremely grateful for all his support over the years both practically and his presence at 

allotment events.  

During 2014  we produced 4 newsletters informing members of items of interest on the 

allotment. 

 

Our annual events were again well supported and raised extra funding for the 

sustainability of the project as well as giving us all enjoyable times on the allotment 

We did not have a joint Basket Day/ Plant Sale as in 2014 as there were issues not 

resolved at last year’s joint event. Instead we agreed to make up 22 baskets for Mr & Mrs 

Thompson which supported our funds as well as hopefully giving John and Elizabeth 

some good baskets for their displays both at home and on the business premises. 

Basket Day on Wednesday 20
th

 May 10am – 1pm – was  included in the Arts Week 

publicity which raised the profile.  We had 6 visitors and 14 members on the day which 

was a trifle cold   

Thompson’s Baskets   (22) were made up on Tuesday 19th May 

The total made on the 2 events was £908 

But we must remember that we paid a bill of £670 to Tom and Jo’s Nursery for the 

supply of plants, compost and moss for the baskets 

Plant Sale on Saturday 30
th

 May 10 – 1pm.  We had 152 visitors 16 members and made 

£205.  The visitor numbers were considerable up on the previous year. But it was a nice 

warm day 

Open Day 10am – 3pm on Wednesday 5
th

 August had 128 visitors and raised £219, 

coincidentally the same number of visitors as the previous year 

.Social Committee Events held through the year – the organising committee consisted of 

Joan Loveday, Heather Elliott, Heather Phillips, Margaret Greener and Janet Benson. 

All the events were a resounding success and our thanks go to the organising committee 

who have agreed to continue in 2016 



 2

Thursday30th April  Jacket Potatoes evening with  14   attending 

Thursday 13
th

 August  Bar- be – Que evening with 23 attending 

Wednesday 7
th

 October  late afternoon with 13 attending 

Friday 11
th

 December  Christmas Meal with  and a  raffle  

At the end of the year the committee produced a profit of £17.82 which was used to fund 

raffle prizes for the Christmas Meal 

 

We did not register with “It’s Your Neighbourhood”  in 2015 but the judges still wanted 

to see our project as part of the Prudhoe Northumbria in Bloom entry.  They came on 

Friday 10
th

 July and again they were impressed – especially as the hedges had just been 

cut that morning . 

 

Ann Curran and Heather Phillips attended the STH (Social and Therapeutic Horticulture) 

training day held at Saltwell Park on Wednesday 22nd April.  Both enjoyed the day and 

felt the session well worth attending.  Ann has all the notes if anyone wants to see them 

 

There were 5 DBS checks done by ADAPT in November last year so will last till the end 

of 2018.  The 2 outstanding checks were done March  2016  giving a total of 7 members 

with DBS checks  These are Ann Curran, Heather Phillips, Joy Henwood, Jo Bentley, 

Janet Benson, Joan Loveday and Penny Kenny They will need renewing 2018/19 

 

We had a donation of 3 compost bins of assorted sizes by Lesley Theobald from Mickley 

and she even delivered them to the allotment.  They all went to good homes. 

We were also the recipients of 4 garden chairs from Alma and Peter Ogg of Holmdale.  

They have remained on the allotment.  We also had a donation of a number of large water 

bottles used with water dispensers which can be used as cloches for individual plants  

 

At the beginning of the year we applied for a NCC Community Chest Grant with a view 

to replace the B & Q greenhouse with a new shed and replacing the Ken shed with a new 

greenhouse.  We did not receive the £700 applied for - only £450.  However at the Open 

Day Cllr Eileen Burt (the mayor of Prudhoe) kindly donated the balance .  In October 

Northern Sheds delivered and erected a new shed on the site of the old B £& Q 

greenhouse. 

GARDEN UPDATE 

Roy has been busy maintaining B& Q greenhouse damaged in the winter storms of 

2014/15 

Towards the end of the season this greenhouse has been donated to allotment R3 but 

unfortunately the severe storms 1015/16 have damaged the structure beyond repair. 

The allotment holder, Gary Newton, had intended to accept a donation of the KEN shed 

but has subsequently found it would be impossible to move without irreparable damage to 

the structure 

Janet has taken the raised plot R8.2 having given up her plot on R12 

Andy has moved to plot R8.12 

Ann Curran and Joan Loveday have taken responsibility for the planting of vegetables to 

sell from the Community plots. 

A member has been reprimanded by the Gardeners’ Association inspection team at the 

April inspection and asked to have the plot kept in good order or her tenancy may be in 

jeopardy. 

Chesterholme have now confirmed that they are no longer allowed to use vegetables 

grown on the plot in their kitchens as part of the risk assessment and food safety laws 
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they have to implement.  It will be suggested that they bring in plants/bulbs/seeds to grow 

flowers which they will be allowed to take home 

We did not grow/sell as many tomato plants this year and the experiment to use grow 

bags did not materialise  - better luck in 2016. 

One of the raised beds R8.6a looks as though it will need attention in 2016 as some of the 

internal posts have rotted and the side panels now need to be secured 

There were not so many sweet peas grown this year and unfortunately the winter storms 

2015/16 have blown down the trellis that Roy erected and had been used successfully in 

previous years. 

These storms also blew down the plant storage frame Roy had erected on R9 fixed to the 

Big Shed 

The gooseberry and Jostaberry bushes were removed at the beginning of the season and 

have been replaced with a number of rhubarb crowns 

 

At the beginning of the 2016 PTC issued a new Tenancy Agreement and set of Garden 

Rules for each allotment holder to sign.  Joan signed on behalf of PCA 

 

VISITS 

Throughout the year we have had a number of visitors to the site 

1. On Thursday 7th May, 4 – 6pm  we had a visit from  Fiona Knox from the  North 

Pennines Partnership and a group of Allendale school pupils - (Eco Heroes) 

teachers and parents    There was a total of 10 visitors.  They enjoyed a tour of the 

allotments.  The children planted wild flower seeds to take home, answered a 

gardening quiz based on what they had seen and finished with a picnic tea before 

driving home - later than planned. 

2. The Ponteland Trefoil Guild (retired Guide and Brownie leaders) asked us to 

attend one of their meetings and talk about PCA.  Joy and Joan attended the home 

of a member in The Copse, on Monday 18
th

 May.  They have arranged to visit us 

on the allotment 7pm Monday 13
th

 June 2016.  We will supply teas and coffee and 

give them a tour of the site 

3. The PCA provided a stand at the Senior Citizens event in the Church Hall on 

Friday 4
th

 December 2015.  This resulted in PCA having an entry in the latest 

edition of the  Golden Guide  produced by Age UK for the Over 50’s 

4. We received an invitation to take part in the Keep Britain Tidy campaign – Bin It 

For Good.  This was sponsored by Wrigley and organised by Northumberland 

County Council. We are one of three selected charities in the town with a slogan 

on the litter bins in Front Street for a month advertising our aims.  There was a 

media photo call in which Heather Phillips and Joy Henwood volunteered to take 

part.  The outcome was dependant on the decrease in the amount of litter on the 

street for the  month – each charity would receive between £100 and £300 

In March 2016.we were presented with a cheque for £300 from Northumberland  

County Council  

 

At the general Meeting for members in September Paul Muto suggested utilising part of 

the Plot R15 for a Community Orchard with support from the Redwell Allotment holders 

and the Community Allotment members. Paul agreed to keep us informed about future 

developments 
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In November we were very sorry to accept resignations from Roy and Margaret Greener 

as regular volunteers on the allotment working days.  However they have agreed to 

continue as members and will attend odd days and social functions when they are able.   

We held a little tea party on the last day on 30
th

 November to show our appreciation of 

their help and support over the last 10 years. They received M & S voucher and a bouquet 

of flowers. 

In January 2016  we received a donation of £.200 from Hammerite (Akzonobel) in lieu of 

the company’s move out of Prudhoe and the decommissioning of the site. 

In January we were also informed by the PTC confirmation of a £200 grant we will 

receive in April 

 

Reports have been sent regularly to PTC and PGA throughout the year 

 

 

PCA FEES FOR 2016 

 

Annual subscription   £3 

Small raised beds   £5 

Large raised bed   £10 

Small plots    £10 

 

Finally I will be very sorry to leave my role on the allotment but would still like to be 

around as a volunteer and wish the continued success of the project and all those involved 

in its management 

 

Mr. John Thompson snr has also felt the time has come to retire after 13 years as our 

President.   We are very grateful for his support in a number of different ways over the 

years as well as attending functions both on the allotment, at Alnwick Garden Party and 

various AGMs. He is to be succeeded by Guy Opperman MP who has very kindly 

accepted the position and will be appointed at the AGM on 19th April 

 

 

Joan Russell (PCA Coordinator) 
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