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!8th October 2016 

PCA  NEWSLETTER  2016.

Newsletter time again!  The Committee has decided to produce a Newsletter
once a year.  For information on all events throughout the year please check emails
and posters.

We  started  our  year  by  welcoming  our  new  president  Guy  Opperman  MP  and
welcome his  continuing support.   We also have to  thank outgoing president  John
Thompson for his time and generosity over the years.

Thanks also go to existing Vice Presidents who have agreed to continue in their role
for another year.

Once again we have had a successful year on the allotment., cultivating on site many
different varieties of vegetables and fruits.  We have had success with tomatoes grown
in the greenhouse using a method seen in Gardening World magazine,  growing 2
plants per grow bag and watering and feeding only once a week.
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We were part of the ' Bin It' hate litter campaign, and are very grateful to receive £300
from County Council.

We have continued to run several successful well attended events on the community
allotment.

BASKET DAY

We were lucky to have fine weather and 26 visitors on the day.  We made up 51
baskets and tubs.  We sold plants for visitors to make up their own baskets and tubs at
home.   Volunteers enjoyed a delicious  picnic lunch following the mornings work.
Three volunteers went to Balls Fish and Chip restaurant and planted several baskets
and planters in their  patio garden. In September they won a Platinum award from
'Prudhoe in Bloom'

PLANT SALE

Once again we were lucky with the weather. We had 49 visitors and volunteers visited
the  site  and  we  sold  a  good  amount  of  annual  and  perennial  plants,  herbs  and
vegetable plants too. 

OPEN DAY

The annual Open Day was held on the 10th August, it was a beautiful sunny day.  The
allotment looked colourful with Cosmos, Cornflowers, Calendula, Nasturtiums, Sweet
Peas, Roses and Sunflowers in bloom on the beds and many bright and colourful pots
at the allotment gate. Many of the annual flowers were grown from seed by members.
The allotment  raised beds had many vegetables  ready for picking and selling and
again many of these delicious  vegetables  had been grown from seed,  planted and
nurtured by community allotment members. There were freshly picked Dwarf Beans,
Broad  Beans,  Onions,  Potatoes,  Beetroot,  Kale,  and  tomatoes  grown  in  the
greenhouse for sale.  We also sold Rhubarb and some plants and herbs.

There was a steady stream of visitors, less than last year's open day at 45 but many
were repeat visitors from previous years who regularly support the allotment. There
was also a visit from our president Guy Opperman who is a regular visitor on open
day. We also had clients visit from Chesterholme in Hexham with their carers. Moira
and Bill Wooldridge kindly took photographs on the day.

Members of the community allotment donated several delicious home cooked items of
food for the 'Tea Shed' and the food table looked very inviting. The food and drinks
were very popular again this year. 

The allotment volunteers worked very hard on the day and made a profit of £129.22p
for our funds, and also managed to show off our special oasis to the lovely folks of
Prudhoe,  and  beyond,  and  hopefully  generated  some  interest  for  much  needed
volunteers.
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PAINTING DAY

We had  a  few hard  working volunteers  on  21st September  to  paint  the  allotment
wooden beds and sheds. Clients from Chesterholme in Hexham arrived to help with
their  carers.  We managed to achieve a good result  and enjoy another good picnic
lunch.

SOCIAL EVENTS FOR MEMBERS

We have held three social events to date on the allotment.

The first event in May was a Jacket Potato supper, held outside on the allotment.
Members  enjoyed  a  supper  of  delicious  jacket  potatoes  with  several  toppings,
followed by cakes and refreshments.

16 people attended the Summer Pizza and Pavlova get together on the evening of 16th

August, including David Pearson and his carer Stephen.
We were very lucky with a warm evening and everyone enjoyed pizza's delivered by
local take away Tasty Bites. Members provided a choice of delicious tropical fruit
pavalova, or summer fruit, with raspberry flan and cream, raspberries grown on the
allotment. 

Our final social event for all members was a Pie and Peas supper with a gardening
quiz on 21st October, held in the allotment tool shed.

Plans for the Christmas Meal social are in progress, we are dining at The White Swan
in Ovingham. Members wishing to go, please look at menu and  contact Joan Loveday
or Ann Curran by the 13 th November.

Another successful year on the Community Allotment.  Thank you to all members,
volunteers, and visitors.

WE END THE YEAR WITH 52 MEMBERS
NEW MEMBERS AND VOLUNTEERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME

 Our closing date is Friday 25th November 2016
Opening date Friday 3rd March 2017 
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